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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation was given by Matt Reed and Diane Cheng, from the Institute for College Access & Success.

TICAS is an independent, nonprofit research and advocacy organization working to make higher education more available and affordable for people of all backgrounds. As part of our Project on Student Debt initiative, we helped pass the legislation creating the Income-Based Repayment (IBR) program for federal student loans, which went into effect on July 1st.  More information is available at IBRinfo.org. Our work also includes issues like private student loans, financial aid at community colleges, and college diversity programs. 

Today’s presentation will discuss our new higher education data website which just launched publicly a few weeks ago: College-Insight.org, which builds on the success of our previous data website, EconomicDiversity.org
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Original site: 
 www.economicdiversity.org

New site: 

www.college‐insight.org

Overview ‐
 

History
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Presentation Notes
Although a substantial amount of data is collected about higher education, much of it is not easily accessible to policymakers, researchers, or the public. This is particularly true for important topics such as economic diversity, affordability, and student success. For example, data on income are collected for financial aid applicants, but not routinely published

Launched in March 2006, EconomicDiversity.org was the first publicly available source for comparing racial and economic diversity, as well as investigating student loan usage at the campus level.

Compared to EconomicDiversity.org, College InSight features:
More data:
- More institutions, variables, and years
- Calculated aggregate figures for states, state-sectors, nation-sectors, etc.
More user-friendly and flexible ways to explore the data
More flexibility on the back-end to update data, add variables, and make other changes 

http://www.economicdiversity.org/
http://www.college-insight.org/


Overview ‐
 

Mission Statement
The mission of the new higher education data website is to 

 provide indicators of college affordability, diversity, and 

 student success

 
on campus to policymakers and the public. 

By making relevant information easy to access and analyze, 

 we hope to enable research and inform policies

 
to make 

 college more available and affordable to people of all 

 backgrounds.
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Overview ‐
 

Data
•

 
Easy‐to‐use profiles and research‐level data for almost 

 5,000 US colleges 
–

 
Also calculated totals and averages for states, sectors, 

 and other groupings of colleges
•

 
Over 150 variables

 
‐

 
topics include student debt, 

 affordability, racial diversity, economic diversity, and 

 student success
•

 
6 years of data: 2000‐01, 2003‐04, 2004‐05, 2005‐06, 

 2006‐07, 2007‐08
•

 
Sources: IPEDS, Pell, FISAP, CDS
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Homepage – College InSight offers 3 interconnected data tools:

1. Spotlight - Start by selecting a college, state, or type of school to see a snapshot of key data and a relevant comparison.
2. Topics - Start with a topic, then dig deeper to see how specific colleges, states, or school types compare.  
3. Explore All Data - Build your own table with any combination of colleges, variables or years in the College InSight database. 

We’re going to take you through a quick tour of the site, focusing on how this site will make your life easier by helping you answer questions you might get from campus administrators, state officials or legislators, reporters, students and parents. We’re going to use a couple of hypothetical scenarios based on current realities that many colleges are facing. The data are real so we will look at actual colleges, but as a disclaimer: our intent is not to single anyone out but to show how you can find data on your own institution and compare it to others. We also realize that you know more about your individual institutions and their state context, but we compile these data from the best available sources and are open to suggestions. We do not collect data directly—it all comes from data supplied by colleges to federal government and other surveys.
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Presentation Notes
Let’s imagine your state is cutting back on funding for financial aid. You want to see how this will affect your college as compared to some of its peers. When you have a specific college in mind, the best place to start is Spotlight.

Since we are in Sacramento, let’s look at Cal State Sacramento. 
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Presentation Notes
The site displays data from your selected school and compares it to schools in your same state and sector.
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Presentation Notes
To get context on your how students might be affected by the current economic downturn, we might want to look at general demographics.

(Scroll down to Economic Diversity)

Data on the family income of dependent students are from Department of Education but not readily available to the public. As far as we know, we’re the only site to make this data publicly available in a form where you can compare different schools.
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(Expand chart) 
Note that income data are only available for students who applied for financial aid

47% of dependent students applied for financial aid at Cal State Sacramento compared to an average of 56% at other California public 4-year schools. At Cal State Sacramento, the income distribution is pretty equally split between the 3 income brackets –14% of dependent students came from families who made less than $30k, 13% from families making between $30k and $60k, and 20% from families making more than $60k.
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Back to one of our specific scenarios:  your state is cutting back funding for financial aid – how will your students be affected?

Financial Aid – Full-time-Freshmen: 35% of students at Cal State Sacramento received state grants, compared to 29% of students at other California public 4-year schools. This suggests that your institution will be more affected by state cutbacks in financial aid funding.

Note that you can scroll over any of the blue “i” buttons next to each variable to find a more detailed description of the variable, its source, and how it was calculated (if applicable). All of the variables in this section are from the IPEDS Student Financial Aid (SFA) survey.
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So far, we have been comparing Cal State Sacramento with other California public 4-year schools, as an aggregate. The Spotlight page also allows you to change the default comparison by clicking the “change comparison” tab at the top of the page. 

Our office is based in Berkeley, so let’s try UC Berkeley as a comparison. For more substantive reasons, it also might also be interesting to compare a UC to a CSU school.
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After we change the comparison, the site reloads with data from the school, state, or sector we picked. Now we are comparing Cal State Sacramento with UC Berkeley.
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Here’s another scenario – a reporter calls your school having heard about the recently announced UC tuition hikes. She is wondering how that tuition hike, in this current economic climate, will affect the choices that students are making of where to attend school.

(Scroll down to cost of attendance)

As shown on the chart and table, tuition and fees (the red block on the chart) are definitely different between Cal State Sacramento and UC Berkeley, but only tell part of the story. The other colors on the stacked bar chart illustrate the other components of cost of attendance. Room and board (the green part) is also higher at Berkeley, while books and supplies and personal expenses are pretty similar between the two schools.
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To give the reporter a broader perspective on this issue, we turn to Topics--the tool that highlights a particular area of interest or type of question we may have, regardless of whether we have a particular college, state, or sector in mind.

Let’s pick “Cost of attendance” from the drop-down menu on the left side of the page.
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After we click “go,” College InSight provides default results (in the form of charts as well as tables) for our selected topic at the national level. The 6 bars illustrate 6 different sectors at the national level – public 4-year, private nonprofit 4-year, private for-profit 4-year, public 2-year, private nonprofit 2-year, and private for-profit 2-year. 

As shown in the graph, tuition and fees (the red part) vary between the nation-sectors, but the other parts of cost of attendance are not that different – components that are often overlooked as part of the full cost of attendance for particular schools (ex. community colleges). 
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Since we’re in California, we might be interested in looking at state-sectors in California rather than nation-sectors. On the left side of the page, users can customize their results by selecting specific colleges, states, or sectors. Here, we have chosen California private nonprofit 4-year schools and California public 4-year schools.
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The default results for this topic were provided for the most recent year that data are available. On the left side of the page, we can customize which years to analyze. 
For this exercise, let’s compare 2003-04 and 2007-08.
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The page refreshes with the state-sectors and years we chose. As you can see from the chart, the cost of attendance rises over time for both sectors we chose and is higher at California private nonprofit 4-year schools than California public 4-year schools. Not a big surprise. But as noted before, the other components of cost of attendance (ex. room and board, books and supplies) are pretty much the same for both sectors.
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Before you hang up with the reporter, you also want to point out another part of the story about cost of attendance – many students don’t actually pay the sticker price due to financial aid. To look at a wide array of variables at once, use the third data tool: Explore All Data. Here, you can access all of the entities, variables, and years in the College InSight database. 

Another notable feature – the entities, variables, and years we were just looking at on the Topics page have been carried over so that you don’t have to enter them again. However, if you do want to start with a clean slate, you can click “clear all” at the top of the page.
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Our entity list includes two state-sectors, but what if we want to choose an individual school in a sector but don’t have a specific one in mind? On all the data tools in College InSight, we have the option of doing an “advanced search” or “search by criteria” where we can view a list of schools that fit a certain set of criteria and then choose from that list. 

To generate a list of private nonprofit 4-year schools in California, we choose “CA” as our “State” and “Private nonprofit, 4-year or above” as our “Sector,” leaving the other filters off. Then, we click “show list.”
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From the list of California public nonprofit 4-year schools, let’s pick Stanford University because that’s where Diane graduated from. Go Cardinal!
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To make the point about financial aid offsetting some of the sticker price of attendance, let’s add some variables about financial aid. We clicked the “browse by category” button under “select variables,” but we can also search for variables by name. 

Let’s pick the category “Financial Aid – Full-time Freshmen.”
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Presentation Notes
Under this category, let’s ctrl-click to select the average amount of federal, state, and institutional grants received by full-time freshmen grant recipients. 
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Presentation Notes
Let’s add 2006-07 as a year because the IPEDS Student Financial Aid survey is not yet publicly available for the 2007-08 year. 
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Presentation Notes
The site provides us with a table with all of the entities, variables, and years we selected. As you can see, the total cost of attendance at each sector is offset by different types of grant aid. The 2007-08 data for the grant variables we chose display as “N/A” (missing) because the IPEDS SFA survey for that year is not yet publicly available.

It can be a bit unwieldy to view all of the columns on this screen, so let’s click the red “view large table” button, which is located above the table.
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Presentation Notes
The large table allows us to view more columns at once. On both the on-screen table and pop-up “large table,” users can sort by any variable. 
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Presentation Notes
You can also download the data as a CSV file, which should open in Microsoft Excel and can be imported into your favorite statistical program.
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We hope you check out our website at 
 www.college‐insight.org

 
! 

Please send questions and feedback to 
 collegeinsight@ticas.org.
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mailto:collegeinsight@ticas.org
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