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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation was given by Matt Reed and Diane Cheng, from the Institute for College Access & Success.



TICAS is an independent, nonprofit research and advocacy organization working to make higher education more available and affordable for people of all backgrounds. As part of our Project on Student Debt initiative, we helped pass the legislation creating the Income-Based Repayment (IBR) program for federal student loans, which went into effect on July 1st.  More information is available at IBRinfo.org. Our work also includes issues like private student loans, financial aid at community colleges, and college diversity programs. 



Today’s presentation will discuss our new higher education data website which just launched publicly a few weeks ago: College-Insight.org, which builds on the success of our previous data website, EconomicDiversity.org
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= CollegelnSight
Overview - History

Original site:
www.economicdiversity.org

New site:
www.college-insight.org
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Presentation Notes
Although a substantial amount of data is collected about higher education, much of it is not easily accessible to policymakers, researchers, or the public. This is particularly true for important topics such as economic diversity, affordability, and student success. For example, data on income are collected for financial aid applicants, but not routinely published



Launched in March 2006, EconomicDiversity.org was the first publicly available source for comparing racial and economic diversity, as well as investigating student loan usage at the campus level.



Compared to EconomicDiversity.org, College InSight features:

More data:

- More institutions, variables, and years

- Calculated aggregate figures for states, state-sectors, nation-sectors, etc.

More user-friendly and flexible ways to explore the data

More flexibility on the back-end to update data, add variables, and make other changes 

http://www.economicdiversity.org/
http://www.college-insight.org/

College

Overview - Mission Statement

The mission of the new higher education data website is to
provide indicators of college affordability, diversity, and
student success on campus to policymakers and the public.

By making relevant information easy to access and analyze,
we hope to enable research and inform policies to make
college more available and affordable to people of all
backgrounds.
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Overview - Data

Easy-to-use profiles and research-level data for almost
5,000 US colleges

— Also calculated totals and averages for states, sectors,
and other groupings of colleges

Over 150 variables - topics include student debt,
affordability, racial diversity, economic diversity, and
student success

6 years of data: 2000-01, 2003-04, 2004-05, 2005-06,
2006-07, 2007-08

Sources: IPEDS, Pell, FISAP, CDS
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" College InSight puts higher education data at your fingertips. Browse and compare
‘ information about affordability, diversity, and student success in three ways:

spotlight topics explore all data

Start with a college, state, or type
of school - view a shapshot of
important data and a relevant
comparison.

Start with a topic that interasts

you, then dig deeper to see how combination of colleges, variables,
specific colleges, states, or school or years in the College InSight
types compare. database.

Average Student
Debt
jnl |

Build your own table with any

about this site aboutthe data terms of use comments? contact us

;—_:f get email updates
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Homepage – College InSight offers 3 interconnected data tools:



1. Spotlight - Start by selecting a college, state, or type of school to see a snapshot of key data and a relevant comparison.

2. Topics - Start with a topic, then dig deeper to see how specific colleges, states, or school types compare.  

3. Explore All Data - Build your own table with any combination of colleges, variables or years in the College InSight database. 



We’re going to take you through a quick tour of the site, focusing on how this site will make your life easier by helping you answer questions you might get from campus administrators, state officials or legislators, reporters, students and parents. We’re going to use a couple of hypothetical scenarios based on current realities that many colleges are facing. The data are real so we will look at actual colleges, but as a disclaimer: our intent is not to single anyone out but to show how you can find data on your own institution and compare it to others. We also realize that you know more about your individual institutions and their state context, but we compile these data from the best available sources and are open to suggestions. We do not collect data directly—it all comes from data supplied by colleges to federal government and other surveys.
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High-Tech Institute-Sacramento
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Maric College-Sacramento Carmpus

Sacrarento, CA,

Fesults limited to first 25. Continue typing to narrow your search.

5| show list

ostrecentyear M| clear all

Spotlight

The Spotlinght tab allows you to choose a college, state, or school type and view 3 snapshot of data foryour selection, alongside a relevant comparisan.

Step one: Select a college or university, state, or type of school

First, select a focus entity through either of the following methods:

1. Bedin typing yvour query inta the "search by name" field atthe top of the Spotlioht page, choose from the list that appears

helow, then click"go.”
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Presentation Notes
Let’s imagine your state is cutting back on funding for financial aid. You want to see how this will affect your college as compared to some of its peers. When you have a specific college in mind, the best place to start is Spotlight.



Since we are in Sacramento, let’s look at Cal State Sacramento. 


|CollegeinSight g st bk

home : topics explore all data
Change focus - Change comparison
year: f:MEéi-receﬁi-year _j_f: clear all
FOCUS: COMPARISCN:
California State University-Sacramento California - Public, 4-year or above
Sacramento, CA CA
ity CS S ROl All public, 4-year ar above institutions in CA.

California State University-Sacramento is a puhblic, 4-year or abhove
institution located in Sacramento, CA. This institution is inthe Carmedgie
category "hasters Colleges and Liniversities (arger programs)”.

Mote: Agaregate figures for states, sectors, or other groupings of colleges
were calculated from college-level data, as described under "About the Data.”

| = charl available Pt
M/ A = not available

download as table @ print page

Affordability expand all charts in this section

Student Debt of Graduating Seniors California State California - Public, 4-year YEAR: 2007-08
Liniversity-Sacramento or abowe
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Presentation Notes
The site displays data from your selected school and compares it to schools in your same state and sector.


D

Economic Diversity

Economic Diversity

M/ A = not available
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Presentation Notes
To get context on your how students might be affected by the current economic downturn, we might want to look at general demographics.



(Scroll down to Economic Diversity)



Data on the family income of dependent students are from Department of Education but not readily available to the public. As far as we know, we’re the only site to make this data publicly available in a form where you can compare different schools.


100%

S0%

60%

0%

20%

0%

47050

California State University-  California - Public, 4-year or

Sacramento

a6%

above

F_?! CollegelnSight A e e

Family income of dependent
students who applied for

financial aid

YWear: 200708

& Dependents - Aid applicants below $30,000 (%)

B Dependents - Aid applicants from $30-$60,000 (%)
B Dependents - Aid applicants over $60,000 (%)

Citation: The Institute for College Access & Success. College InSight
(beta), hittp S college-insight org.

o=t college-level data are taken directly from U.5. Department of
Bducation sources and the Common Data Set (05 Derwed
wanables and aggregate figures for states, sectors, and other
groupings of collages were calculated as descrbed under “Sbout the
Oata.” Student debt and undergraduate financial aid data are licensed
from Peterzon's Undergraduate Financial Ad and Undergraduate
Oatabases, B 2009 Peterson's, 3 Melnet company, all rights reserved.
Al data may be reproduced, with attibution, subject to restictions
under the Creative Commons license
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(Expand chart) 

Note that income data are only available for students who applied for financial aid



47% of dependent students applied for financial aid at Cal State Sacramento compared to an average of 56% at other California public 4-year schools. At Cal State Sacramento, the income distribution is pretty equally split between the 3 income brackets –14% of dependent students came from families who made less than $30k, 13% from families making between $30k and $60k, and 20% from families making more than $60k.


Financial Aid - Full-time Freshmen California State California - Fublic, 4-year YEAR: 2006-07
LIniversity-Sacramento or ahove
Full-time freshimen - % of all 11% 17%
undergraduates
Proportion of freshmen
% of full-time freshmen who received IT% 0% receiving institutional grants
federal grants Vear: 2006-07
Average amount of federal grants received $3.874 53, 76E 100%
by full-time freshmen grant recipients a09%
% of full-time freshmen who received 35% 29% E0%
stateflocal grants 40%
Average amount of stateflocal grants $1,921 52,643 Z0% - -
received by full-time freshimen grant 0%
recipients California State California -
University-  Public, 4-year or
% of full-time freshmen who received 36% 8% I Sacramento abowe
institutional grants i
enlarge
Average amaount of institutional grants 3,240 F4.738 1
received by full-time freshimen grant
recipients
% of full-time freshmen who received 24% %

student loans

Average amount of student loans received $3,208 F3,526
by full-time freshmen
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Back to one of our specific scenarios:  your state is cutting back funding for financial aid – how will your students be affected?



Financial Aid – Full-time-Freshmen: 35% of students at Cal State Sacramento received state grants, compared to 29% of students at other California public 4-year schools. This suggests that your institution will be more affected by state cutbacks in financial aid funding.



Note that you can scroll over any of the blue “i” buttons next to each variable to find a more detailed description of the variable, its source, and how it was calculated (if applicable). All of the variables in this section are from the IPEDS Student Financial Aid (SFA) survey.
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Presentation Notes
So far, we have been comparing Cal State Sacramento with other California public 4-year schools, as an aggregate. The Spotlight page also allows you to change the default comparison by clicking the “change comparison” tab at the top of the page. 



Our office is based in Berkeley, so let’s try UC Berkeley as a comparison. For more substantive reasons, it also might also be interesting to compare a UC to a CSU school.
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home topics explore all data
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Presentation Notes
After we change the comparison, the site reloads with data from the school, state, or sector we picked. Now we are comparing Cal State Sacramento with UC Berkeley.


Cost of Attendance

Tuition and fees (in-districtfin-state)
Books and supplies
Room and board {adjusted to sectar)

Personal and transportation (adjusted to
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Here’s another scenario – a reporter calls your school having heard about the recently announced UC tuition hikes. She is wondering how that tuition hike, in this current economic climate, will affect the choices that students are making of where to attend school.



(Scroll down to cost of attendance)



As shown on the chart and table, tuition and fees (the red block on the chart) are definitely different between Cal State Sacramento and UC Berkeley, but only tell part of the story. The other colors on the stacked bar chart illustrate the other components of cost of attendance. Room and board (the green part) is also higher at Berkeley, while books and supplies and personal expenses are pretty similar between the two schools.


CollegelnSight - S

eht/s and

home spotlight explore all data ublic

clear all
Select Topic

i—Select— vm T0p|C$

—Select—

ostudent Debt of Graduating Seniars The Topics tab allows you to focus on a paricular issue, then dig deeper to see how specific colleges,
Financial Aid - Undergraduates states, or types of schools compare.

Financial Aid - Fulltime Freshmen

B il Step one: Select topic

Economic Diversity

student Success

Facial and Ethnic Diversity - Students
Facial and Ethnic Diversity - Faculty

Choose a topic from the drop-down menu to the left and click "o You will be
presented with national-level data on that topic, displayed in tables and
charts. You can download the table as a spreadsheet or printthe page.

Step two: Customize your list of college
states. or school t:,rij-i:b

Select up to six different colleges, states, or types of school through either of
the following search methods:

1. Tosearch by name, hegin typing yvour query inta the field that says
"enter name of college, state, or sector,” choose from the list that
appears below, and click "select”

2. Tosearch by criteria, such as location, size, demographics, and cost,
click on "advanced search®. Selectvalues for one ar mare filters, then
click "show list" A list of collenges, states, or school types meeting wour
criteria will appear. Select up to six entities and click "add to list”
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To give the reporter a broader perspective on this issue, we turn to Topics--the tool that highlights a particular area of interest or type of question we may have, regardless of whether we have a particular college, state, or sector in mind.



Let’s pick “Cost of attendance” from the drop-down menu on the left side of the page.
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After we click “go,” College InSight provides default results (in the form of charts as well as tables) for our selected topic at the national level. The 6 bars illustrate 6 different sectors at the national level – public 4-year, private nonprofit 4-year, private for-profit 4-year, public 2-year, private nonprofit 2-year, and private for-profit 2-year. 



As shown in the graph, tuition and fees (the red part) vary between the nation-sectors, but the other parts of cost of attendance are not that different – components that are often overlooked as part of the full cost of attendance for particular schools (ex. community colleges). 
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Since we’re in California, we might be interested in looking at state-sectors in California rather than nation-sectors. On the left side of the page, users can customize their results by selecting specific colleges, states, or sectors. Here, we have chosen California private nonprofit 4-year schools and California public 4-year schools.
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Presentation Notes
The default results for this topic were provided for the most recent year that data are available. On the left side of the page, we can customize which years to analyze. 

For this exercise, let’s compare 2003-04 and 2007-08.
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The page refreshes with the state-sectors and years we chose. As you can see from the chart, the cost of attendance rises over time for both sectors we chose and is higher at California private nonprofit 4-year schools than California public 4-year schools. Not a big surprise. But as noted before, the other components of cost of attendance (ex. room and board, books and supplies) are pretty much the same for both sectors.
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Explore All Data

The Explore All Data tab allows you to build a table for any combination of colleges, variables, oryvears in
the College InSight database.

Step one: Choose colleges, states, or
school types
Select using either of the following methods ar a combination of both:

1. Tosearch by name, bedgin typing your query into the field that says
"enter name of college, state, or sector,” choose from the list that
appears below, and click "select”

2. Tosearch by criteria, such as location, size, demographics, and cost,
click on "advanced search”. Selectvalues for one ar maore filters, then
click "show list" A list of colleges, states, or school tvpes meeting your
criteria will appear. Select one ar more entities and click "add to list."

Your choices will be added o the box labeled "You Selected” on the left.
Step two: Select variables

* Select using either of the following methods ar a combination of both:

1. Tosearch by name or keyword, begin twping wour gquery (such as
"Pell" or"loans") into the field that says "enter variable name " Choose

frarn tha lictthat annoare halowwe and click-"calart”
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Before you hang up with the reporter, you also want to point out another part of the story about cost of attendance – many students don’t actually pay the sticker price due to financial aid. To look at a wide array of variables at once, use the third data tool: Explore All Data. Here, you can access all of the entities, variables, and years in the College InSight database. 



Another notable feature – the entities, variables, and years we were just looking at on the Topics page have been carried over so that you don’t have to enter them again. However, if you do want to start with a clean slate, you can click “clear all” at the top of the page.
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Our entity list includes two state-sectors, but what if we want to choose an individual school in a sector but don’t have a specific one in mind? On all the data tools in College InSight, we have the option of doing an “advanced search” or “search by criteria” where we can view a list of schools that fit a certain set of criteria and then choose from that list. 



To generate a list of private nonprofit 4-year schools in California, we choose “CA” as our “State” and “Private nonprofit, 4-year or above” as our “Sector,” leaving the other filters off. Then, we click “show list.”
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From the list of California public nonprofit 4-year schools, let’s pick Stanford University because that’s where Diane graduated from. Go Cardinal!
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Presentation Notes
To make the point about financial aid offsetting some of the sticker price of attendance, let’s add some variables about financial aid. We clicked the “browse by category” button under “select variables,” but we can also search for variables by name. 



Let’s pick the category “Financial Aid – Full-time Freshmen.”
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Under this category, let’s ctrl-click to select the average amount of federal, state, and institutional grants received by full-time freshmen grant recipients. 
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Let’s add 2006-07 as a year because the IPEDS Student Financial Aid survey is not yet publicly available for the 2007-08 year. 
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The site provides us with a table with all of the entities, variables, and years we selected. As you can see, the total cost of attendance at each sector is offset by different types of grant aid. The 2007-08 data for the grant variables we chose display as “N/A” (missing) because the IPEDS SFA survey for that year is not yet publicly available.



It can be a bit unwieldy to view all of the columns on this screen, so let’s click the red “view large table” button, which is located above the table.
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The large table allows us to view more columns at once. On both the on-screen table and pop-up “large table,” users can sort by any variable. 


®

£1 Microsoft Excel - CollegelnSight_Explore-7.csv [Read-Only]

liTﬂ File Edit YWiew Insert Format Tools Data  wWindow Help  Adobe PDF

RN N = RN N REER RS AR SAERAE- RS T T L N HLL -0 -|B 7 U
e B Mt W W7 LY N | 21 By @3 | ¥ Reply with Changes... End Review... B ok | P 0T B
B3 > A& 2007-08
A B C B B F i G | H |
1 |Table generated on 11/18/2009
2
Awerage amount |Average arr
Tuition and Foom and Fersonal and Total cost of | of federal grants  statedlocal
fees (in- Books board transportation attendance  received by full-  received by
districtfin- and (adjusted |(adjusted to (adjusted to time freshmen  freshmen g
3 |Mame f ear state) supplies  |to sector) |sectar) sectar) grant recipients  recipients
4 |Califarnia - Private nonprofit, 4-year or above  2003-04 22103 1095 75964 2241 34295 43595
5 |Califarnia - Private nonpraofit, 4-year or above | 200B5-07 25232 1202 9212 2506 A0B55 4553
b |Califarnia - Private nonprofit, 4-year or above | 2007-08 27705 1245 e 2570 43126
7 |Califarnia - Public, 4-year or above 2003-04 3706 1227 8305 2492 15737 3237
8 |Califarnia - Public, 4-yvear or above 2006-07 4352 1352 497 2943 18147 3768
8 |California - Public, 4-year or above IZEIEI?-EIE! _l 4764 1386 9ans J284 19340
10 | Stanford University 2003-04 23563 1185 8073 1770 40591 5584
11 | Stanford University 200807 32954 1250 10367 1935 45556 5401
12 | Stanford University 200703 350549 1335 105803 19595 49277

14 |Citation: The Institute for College Access & Success, College InSight (heta), hitp:/fwwew college-insight.org.

15 |Most college-level data are taken directly from U.S. Department of Education sources and the Commaon Data Set (CDS).

16| Derived variables and aggregate figures for states, sectors, and other groupings of colleges were calculated as described under "About the Data."
17 | Student debt and undergraduate financial aid data are licensed from Peterson's Undergraduate Financial Aid

18 | and Undergraduate Databases, (c) 2009 Peterson's, a Melnet company, all rights resened.

19 | All data may be reproduced, with attribution, subject to restrictions under the Creative Commaons license.
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You can also download the data as a CSV file, which should open in Microsoft Excel and can be imported into your favorite statistical program.


We hope you check out our website at
www.college-insight.org !

Please send questions and feedback to
collegeinsight@ticas.org.

Matt Reed mreed@ticas.org
Diane Cheng dcheng@ticas.org www.ticas.org


http://www.college-insight.org/
mailto:collegeinsight@ticas.org
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