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IPEDS Data as the 
Public Face of an Institution
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Goals of this Session

• Review the life cycle of IPEDS data

• Demonstrate the link between data submitted by 
an institution and where the data show up in the 
public domain

• Identify the various audiences and consumers 
using IPEDS data, tools, and reports

• Recognize the context of IPEDS data versus local 
level data

• Understand the importance of ensuring data 
integrity and accuracy in reporting to IPEDS
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The Life Cycle 
of IPEDS Data
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Data Entry by Respondents

• Respondents use the IPEDS data collection system to
enter their data for each survey

• Data can be entered directly or uploaded

• Data may be submitted by another entity such as a
State Coordinator
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Editing of Survey Data

• Once the data have been entered, the respondents
run edit checks

• These checks result in an edit failure list

• These anomalies/errors must be explained/corrected
before the survey can be locked
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Resolving Errors

• Three kinds of edit messages

- Confirmation

• Certain changes in data must be 
verified

- Explanation

• Non-fatal edit errors 

• Must be fixed or explained 

- Fatal 

• Must be fixed or overridden
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Locking of Survey Data

• Once all edits have been resolved, the survey can be
locked by the keyholder

• Locking confirms the data are complete and correct
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Migration to Data Center Collection

• After locking, an institution’s data are copied from
the data collection system to the Data Center at the
Collection level

• At the Collection level, respondents and the public
can view their migrated data as well as the migrated
data from other institutions
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Move to Early Release Data

• Quality Control (QC) procedures are run on the data

• QC procedures verify that edits with the Data
Collection System are working properly and that
institutions with data anomalies have provided
explanations

• Once QC is complete, data are moved from
Collection Level to Early Release Data level

• This happens about 2 months after all institutions’
data have been migrated

• Early release data are provided for peer analysis only
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Public Release of IPEDS Data

• Public release of IPEDS data is the final step

• Tables are produced as part of an on‐line publication
called “First Look”

• Data are moved from the Institution level to the
Guest level of the Data Center

• Data can be accessed without a username and
password
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Understanding the 
Context of IPEDS Data
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Issues to Consider

• Data integrity/accuracy

• IPEDS vs. State vs. Local Reporting 

• Data nuances and context
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Click here 
to access 
the IPEDS 
Glossary
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Type the 
word/phrase you 

want defined here
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Public Use of IPEDS Data
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How the Data are Used  
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IPEDS and the Common Data Set (CDS)

• Collaborative effort between higher education 
data providers and publishers such as 
College Board, Peterson’s, U.S. News

• Goals to improve quality and accuracy of 
data and reduce the reporting burden

• The CDS uses standard definitions, many of 
which are the same as IPEDS

• The participating publishers’ surveys 
incorporate CDS items and unique items 
proprietary to each publisher
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https://webcaspar.nsf.gov/
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National Science Foundation Occupational Supply Demand System

http://www.occsupplydemand.org/26

OSDS – Clusters to SOC & CIP Codes
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OSDS Supply Indicators

• Data are taken from IPEDS Completions

- Programs and Schools

- Program Completers by Degree Level 

- Program Completers by School and Gender

- Occupational Licensing Data and Information
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OSDS Supply Indicators
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OSDS – Supply Indicators – State
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OSDS Demand Indicators

• Occupation Characteristics

- Education requirements

- Anticipated growth

- Average wages 

• Occupational Projections

- Employment Growth

- Average annual openings

• Wage Trends, median and mean

• Top employment industries for that occupation
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OSDS Demand Indicators 
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OSDS Programs of Study & 
Training and Occupations
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http://www.deltacostproject.org/analyses/delta_reports.asp
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College Affordability 
and Transparency List

http://collegecost.ed.gov/catc/39 40
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Regional Accrediting Agencies
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NEASC S-series form

HLC Institutional Snapshot

SACS
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What is College Navigator?

• A free consumer information tool

• Designed to help

• Students

• Parents

• High school counselors

• Provides information about approximately 7,000 
postsecondary institutions in the US and other 
jurisdictions

• Located at http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/ 
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College Navigator

• Offers institutional information

- Programs offered, degrees awarded

- Retention and graduation rates

- Price of attendance

- Aid available

- Campus safety 

- Accreditation
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Survey Elements in College Navigator

• IC Header (IC-H)

- Institution name and address information

- Institutional control or affiliation

- Program types

- Award levels
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Survey Elements in College Navigator

• Institutional Characteristics (IC)

- Admissions
• Applied, accepted, enrolled

• Test scores

• Admissions considerations

- Student Services

- Price of Attendance
• From Cost of Attendance Report

• Full-time, first-time degree/certificate-seeking 
undergraduates

• Tuition and fees, room and board, and other 
expenses
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Survey Elements in College Navigator

• Completions (C)

- Awards/ degrees conferred by program 
and award level

• Second majors

• By race/ethnicity and gender 
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Survey Elements in College Navigator

• Fall Enrollment (EF)

- Summary by level of enrollment

• By race/ethnicity and gender

- Retention Rates

• Fall-to-fall; full-time (FT); part-time (PT); first-time 
degree/certificate-seeking undergraduate 
students
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Survey Elements in College Navigator

• Graduation Rates (GRS)

- Cohort based

• Rate of full-time, first-time degree- or 
certificate-seeking, undergraduate students 
entering the institution in a particular fall

• Rate of students completing their program 
within 150% of normal time to completion

• Rates of those who transferred out in the same 
time period

• By race/ethnicity and gender
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Survey Elements in College Navigator

• GRS Data Limitations

- Student Right-to-Know rates

• Defined in legislation

- Limited cohort of students tracked

- No part-time, no transfers in

- Transfers out not deducted from cohort
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Survey Elements in College Navigator

• Student Financial Aid (SFA)

- Percent of full-time, first-time, degree- or 
certificate-seeking undergraduate students 
receiving aid

- Percent of those receiving aid by type

- Average amount of aid received
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Additional Information 
in College Navigator

• Average net price of attendance

• Link to institutions Net Price Calculator

• Cohort loan default rates

• Campus crime statistics
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Who Uses College Navigator and Why

• Students: cost and program availability

• High school counselors & librarians: assist 
students in college selection

• Institutions/academic decision-makers: quick 
peer benchmarking, review data submitted

• Lawmakers:  affordability, access, and 
accountability
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Public Use of IPEDS Data

• What are the implications of incorrect data?  
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Who Uses IPEDS Data?

IPEDS
Survey 

Submission

Congress, Federal Agencies, State 
Governments, Colleges and Universities, 

Policy Makers

Researchers, 
Lobbyists, College Guidebooks, 

State Legislators, 
Common Data Set, Businesses

Investors

Guidance 
Counselors, 

Students, 
Parents, Media, 

Businesses
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Summary

• Life cycle of IPEDS data

• Link between data submitted and where it shows 
up

• Audiences and consumers using IPEDS 
data/tools

• IPEDS data versus local level data

• Ensuring data integrity/accuracy in submitted 
data
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IPEDS Data as the 
Public Face of an Institution
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