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Persistence beyond the First Year 
 Why persistence beyond the first year is important 

 Persistence beyond the first year at national level 

○ 20% sophomores failed to persist to 3rd year (Noel-Levitz, 2010) 

○ Only 66.1% Pell grant recipients and 62.9% non-recipients enrolled 

at original institution at 3rd year (NCES, 2002) 

 

 Persistence beyond the first year at the CSUCI 
○ 1st – 2nd year: 79% (out of FTFs) 
○ 2nd – 3rd year: 85% (out of sophomores) 

 
 



The BPS and PowerStats 
 National representative of first-time beginning students 

 draw sample from NPSAS 
 BPS: 04/09 includes 18,640 respondents representing 4 million 

students who began in 2003-04 
 

  Longitudinal study on college experience and attainment 
 same cohort of students are followed at the 3rd and 6th years 
 demographic and selective pre-college information  
 persistence & enrollment in detail 
 academic and social experiences   
 College and student finance 

 

 PowerStats: Online Statistical Tool of the NCES 
 description of data set 
 simply regression analysis 

 



Path to the BPS 



From the BPS to the PowerStats 



The PowerStats - NCES Online Statistical Tool 



The PowerStats - NCES Online Statistical Tool 



The PowerStats - NCES Online Statistical Tool 



The PowerStats - NCES Online Statistical Tool 



























 Persisted to 2nd Yr Not Persisted Persisted to 3rd Yr Not Persisted Total
Total 84.1 15.9 87.4 12.6 100%
 

  Male 82.2 17.8 86.6 13.4 100%
  Female 85.6 14.4 87.9 12.1 100%

  White 85.1 14.9 89.1 10.9 100%
  Hispanic 81.9 18.1 83.7 16.3 100%
  Other 82.1 17.9 83.4 16.6 100%

  Dependent 85.7 14.3 89.0 11.0 100%
  Indep. no dep. 70.4 29.6 74.4 25.6 100%
  Indep. with dep. 72.0 28.0 69.8 30.2 100%

  No college 79.8 20.2 82.5 17.5 100%
  Some college 83.8 16.2 87.6 12.4 100%
  Bachelor's degree 89.3 10.7 91.7 8.3 100%
  Advanced degree 87.2 12.8 91.8 8.2 100%

  50 miles or less 80.4 19.6 83.5 16.5 100%
  51-200 miles 87.5 12.5 92.2 7.8 100%
  201-700 miles 89.1 10.9 88.7 11.3 100%
  More than 700 miles 87.2 12.8 91.1 8.9 100%

Average 68,685.5 54,952.8 70,711.4 54,352.5 68,685.5

Persistence Track 2003-04 Persistence Track 2004-05

Gender

Ethnicity

Dependency 2003-04

Mother's highest education level

Distance from first institution 2003-04

Adjusted Family Income

BPS:04/09 - Student Demographics by Persistence to 2nd and 3rd Year



 Persisted to 2nd Yr Not Persisted Persisted to 3rd Yr Not Persisted Total
Total 84.1 15.9 87.4 12.6 100%
 

  Below 2.5 71.0 29.0 73.0 27.0 100%
  2.5-3.4 82.2 17.8 84.5 15.5 100%
  Above 3.5 90.8 9.2 93.0 7.0 100%

  Yes 90.5 9.5 93.2 6.8 100%
  No 81.9 18.1 85.1 14.9 100%

  None 71.4 28.6 71.9 28.1 100%
  less than 3yr 74.9 25.1 86.0 14.0 100%
  3-3.5yr 77.2 22.8 83.0 17.0 100%
  more than 4yr 88.3 11.7 90.4 9.6 100%

  None 72.1 27.9 71.5 28.5 100%
  less than 3yr 80.0 20.0 84.4 15.6 100%
  3-3.5yr 82.2 17.8 86.9 13.1 100%
  more than 4yr 88.8 11.2 90.8 9.2 100%

Average 1068.3 982.7 1077.4 992.7 1068.3 

BPS:04/09 - Pre-college Experience by Persistence to 2nd and 3rd Year

High school Average GPA

Persistence Track 2003-04 Persistence Track 2004-05

Advanced Placement credits accepted

Years of mathematics in high school

Years of science in high school

Derived Admission Test Scores





 Persisted to 2nd Yr Not Persisted Persisted to 3rd Yr Not Persisted Total
Total 84.1 15.9 87.4 12.6 100%

Average                   13,232                9,530                         13,824                9,136        13,232 

Average                     7,995                5,938                           7,969                8,175          7,995 

Average                     3,391                3,145                           3,369                3,537        13,232 

  No grant 79.1 20.9 87.5 12.5 100%
  Federal and other 83.6 16.4 82.3 17.7 100%
  Other grants 88.2 11.8 91.1 8.9 100%

  No 82.6 17.4 89.7 10.3 100%
  Yes 85.5 14.5 85.2 14.8 100%

Federal loan package by type of loan 2003-04

BPS:04/09 - Student Finance by Persistence to 2nd and 3rd Year
Persistence Track 2003-04 Persistence Track 2004-05

Student budget minus federal, state, and other grants 2003-04

Student budget minus federal, state, and other grants minus EPC 2003-04

Expected Family Contribution 2003-04

Grant package by source of grant 2003-04







To Wrap Up – What can PowerStats do for IR Studies 

 PowerStats enables researchers to access public-version of 
national data sets 
 

 Descriptive results generated by PowerStats is a quick way 
to find national statistics 
 

 PowerStats serve as a test platform before researchers 
apply for access to restricted-version of national data sets 
 

 Preliminary results may guide surveys and further analytical 
studies at institutional level 
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